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Collection 4

Vocabulary Development
SKILL BUILDER

Debate on Bullying, Letters to the Editor

Activity 1: Definitions
Defin each of these vocabulary words from “Debate on Bullying” and “Letters to the Editor”: alienate, anonymous, conviction, expel.

Activity 2: Exploring Deeper Meanings

Choose the statement that provides an accurate example of the meaning of each vocabulary word.


1.
anonymous


A)
The shy artist never signed her work nor made public appearances.


B)
I had a hard time making out the signature at the bottom of the canvas.


2.
alienate


A)
Chelsea had a way of using short, cutting remarks that made people feel horrible about themselves.


B)
When Emily saw that Victor was standing apart from the group, she waved at him.


3.
conviction


A)
As soon as the police officer had put handcuffs on the prisoner, she read him his rights.


B)
That prosecutor was known for getting more guilty verdicts from juries than any other lawyer in town.

Collection 4, Vocabulary Development continued

4.
expel


A)
Many citizens reluctantly left the country when a series of changes made it too difficult to earn a living.


B)
When the old government was overthrown, the president was forced out of the country.

Activity 3: Changing Contexts

Each vocabulary word from “Debate on Bullying” and “Letters to the Editor” is used at least once in the following paragraph. Fill in each word where it best fits the context.

Example  The anonymous reporter has revealed that he is a man.

	anonymous
	alienate
	conviction
	expel
	


People in our city really like a weekly newspaper column written by a(n) 
(5) _______________________ reporter. Citizens can read in this column about what happened in the city courts. In this way, the reporter makes the court action accessible to anyone who buys and reads the paper. He randomly picks cases to go and observe each week. In plain language, he describes the major events in the courtroom and gives his opinion about the fairness of each (6) _______________________. He prefers to remain (7) _________________ because he feels that some people might get angry about his opinions. The reporter does not want to (8) _______________________ the people in the justice system with his remarks, but he also wants to report the proceedings 
as he sees them. If his identity is discovered, will someone try to 
(9) _______________________ the reporter from the courtroom? Surely not, as we live in a country where all public proceedings must be accessible to all.
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