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Unit 1: Collection 4

Selection Test
Informational Text
R.M.S. Titanic Hanson W. Baldwin
A Fireman’s Story Harry Senior
From a Lifeboat Mrs. D.H. Bishop

Comprehension  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (35 points; 5 points each)

1.
Why did the crew of the Titanic ignore the first of several iceberg warnings?


A)
The warnings did not make much sense at first.


B)
They thought the other ships were playing a practical joke on them because it was their maiden voyage.


C)
The captain ordered them to ignore the warnings.


D)
No one believed that an iceberg could sink the Titanic.


2.
Early on, why were lifeboats lowered to the water only partially full?


A)
Because men were not allowed to go into the lifeboats


B)
Because the passengers did not really believe that the Titanic was sinking


C)
Because there were plenty of other lifeboats to use


D)
Because the passengers preferred to go down with the ship


3.
Which of the following contributed to the crew’s confusion about the use of the lifeboats?


A)
There were too many lifeboats.


B)
Many did not know to which lifeboat they were assigned.


C)
There had been too many practice drills using the lifeboats.


D)
The captain gave inconsistent information to the crew.


4.
Why didn’t the Californian respond to the Titanic’s calls for help?


A)
The captain of the Californian was afraid to risk the lives of his crew and passengers.


B)
The Californian had its radio turned off and so did not receive the Titanic’s calls.


C)
The ship’s crew did not see the rocket flares.


D)
The ship had already turned away and did not want to turn back.

Unit 1: Collection 4, Selection Test continued


5.
What could have been done to prevent the Titanic tragedy?


A)
The ship could have been going faster, thereby crushing the iceberg.


B)
The band could have stopped playing sooner.


C)
The ship could have heeded the iceberg warnings.


D)
Nothing; it was doomed from the start.


6.
Which of the following is true about the information provided in “A Fireman’s Story”?


A)
It is a matter-of-fact account of very emotional events.


B)
It includes the Italian woman’s thoughts.


C)
It is a highly emotional account of the mechanical details of the ship.


D)
It includes many details about the condition of the ship.


7.
What information was corroborated by multiple witnesses?


A)
The crew did their best to save as many people as possible.


B)
The band stopped playing when the ship began to sink.


C)
The lifeboats were only partially full.


D)
The iceberg ripped a three-hundred-foot slash in the side of the Titanic.

Vocabulary Development  Match the definition on the left with the vocabulary word on the right. On the line provided, write the letter of the correct vocabulary word. Some words may be used more than once. (15 points; 3 points each)
______

8.
done with little care or thought

______

9.
supported

______

10.
having some association with the subject

______

11.
indifferent

______

12.
find out with certainty; determine



A)
ascertain


B)
pertinent


C)
corroborated


D)
perfunctory

Unit 1: Collection 4, Selection Test continued
informational text Focus  Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. (30 points; 6 points each)

13.
Which of the following pieces is a secondary source?


A)
“The Seventh Man”


B)
“R.M.S. Titanic”


C)
“A Fireman’s Story”


D)
“From a Lifeboat”


14.
Which of the following pieces is a primary source?


A)
“The Seventh Man”


B)
“R.M.S. Titanic”


C)
“The Man in the Water


D)
“From a Lifeboat”

15.
Which of the following sentences contains objective detail?


A)
“She was not the largest ship afloat, but was believed to be the safest.”


B)
“The monster was almost upon them now.”


C)
“Out of the dark she came, a vast, dim, white, monstrous shape directly in the Titanic’s path.”


D)
“The greatest ship in the world has sunk.”


16.
The description in Mrs. D.H. Bishop’s account of survivors in the water who would likely have “swarmed aboard” and sunk the lifeboat is—


A)
corroborated


B)
pertinent


C)
subjective


D)
objective


17.
Which of the following sentences contains both objective and subjective detail?


A)
“Murdoch, in charge of the starboard side, eyes tragic, but calm and cool, orders boat No. 7 lowered.”


B)
“Past Spithead and the Isle of Wight the Titanic steamed.”


C)
“. . . her sister, the Olympic—slightly smaller than the Titanic—had been in service for some months . . .”


D)
“She was due at quarantine the following Wednesday morning.”

Constructed Response (20 points)

18.
On a separate sheet of paper, explain what type of information was revealed in each account of the Titanic, and which of the accounts you believe to be most accurate in its details. Include details from the stories to support your statements.
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